
OCR AAQ Computing (Extended Certificate) 

Exam Board: OCR 

Guided Learning Hours: 360 

Qualification size: Equivalent to one A-Level 

Overview 

The AAQ in Computing is a practical, industry-focused course which teaches students how 

modern applications are planned and built. Learners develop problem-solving and 

programming skills through a mixture of written exams and project-based coursework. By the 

end of the course, students will have created a portfolio of working prototypes showing they 

can develop applications that meet the needs of real world users. 

What you will study 

First year 

●​ F160 – Fundamentals of Application Development – EXAM  
●​ F166 – Software Development – Coursework (NEA) 
●​ F162 – Creating and Communicating UX/UI Solutions – Coursework (NEA) 

Second year 

●​ F164 – Website Development – Coursework (NEA) 
●​ F161 – Developing Application Software – EXAM  

Skills needed 

You must be able to: 

●​ Think logically, scientifically and break problems into smaller steps 

●​ Apply creative approaches to solving technical challenges 

●​ Communicate clearly using diagrams, designs, and technical language 

●​ Work collaboratively when planning and building applications 

●​ Use self-management skills, including being organised and good at time 

management 

●​ Be adaptable, resilient, and able to respond positively to feedback​

 

 



Progression to higher education 

You will be well prepared for a range of computing-related degree programmes and 
apprenticeships, for example: 

●​ Computer Science 
●​ Software Engineering 
●​ Cyber Security 
●​ Games Development 
●​ AI and Data Science 
●​ App Development 
●​ Level 4+ Digital and Software Development apprenticeships​
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