
OCR AAQ Data Analytics (Extended Certificate) 

Exam Board: OCR 

Guided Learning Hours: 360 

Qualification size: Equivalent to one A-Level 

Overview 

The AAQ in Data Analytics provides students with the knowledge and practical skills used in 
modern data-driven industries. Learners explore how organisations collect, process, 
analyse, and interpret data to make informed decisions. The course includes foundation 
theory in analytics and machine learning, alongside practical NEA units involving 
spreadsheet modelling, database design, and data visualisation. 

By the end of the programme, students will have built a portfolio of analytical solutions that 
demonstrate their ability to clean, model, interpret, and present data to meet real 
organisational needs. 

What you will study 

First year 

●​ F200 – Fundamentals of Data Analytics – EXAM 
●​ F202 – Spreadsheet Data Modelling – Coursework (NEA) 
●​ F205 – Data Visualisation – Coursework (NEA)​

 

Second year 

●​ F201 – Big Data and Machine Learning – EXAM  
●​ F206 – Data and Digital Marketing – Coursework (NEA) 

Skills needed 

You must be able to: 

●​ Think critically and interpret numerical or graphical information 

●​ Approach non-routine problems using analytical and structured methods 

●​ Communicate findings clearly using charts, dashboards, and written explanations 

●​ Work collaboratively on technical problem-solving tasks 

●​ Use self-management skills such as organisation, planning, and time management 

●​ Be adaptable, resilient, and able to respond constructively to feedback​

 



Progression to higher education 

This qualification supports progression into a wide range of digital and analytical degree 
pathways, such as: 

●​ Data Science 

●​ Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning 

●​ Business Analytics 

●​ Computer Science 

●​ Cyber Security 

●​ Software Engineering 

●​ Digital Marketing Analytics 

●​ Statistics 

●​ Economics 

●​ Information Systems 

●​ Level 4+ Data Analyst Apprenticeships​
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