BTEC National AAQ Information Technology (Extended Certificate)

Exam Board: Pearson
Guided Learning Hours: 360

Qualification size: Equivalent to one A-Level

Overview

The AAQ in Information Technology gives students a solid grounding in core areas of
modern IT, including system architecture, data management, cybersecurity, website
development, and relational databases. The course blends externally assessed applied
knowledge with practical development skills, allowing students to build digital solutions that
meet real organisational needs.

Learners gain experience analysing IT systems, managing cyber incidents, developing
websites, and creating relational databases. By the end of the qualification, students will
have a strong portfolio demonstrating technical competence and problem-solving ability
across multiple IT domains.

What you will study
First year

e Unit 1 — Information Technology Systems — EXAM
e Unit 3 — Website Development — Coursework (NEA)

Second year

e Unit 2 — Cyber Security and Incident Management — EXAM

e Unit 4 — Relational Database Development — Coursework (NEA)

Skills needed

You must be able to:

e Think logically and solve IT-related problems

e Apply analytical skills to evaluate systems and data

e Communicate effectively using technical and non-technical language
e Work independently and collaboratively on digital projects

e Manage your time effectively and stay well organised

e Be adaptable, resilient, and willing to refine work based on feedback



Progression to higher education

This qualification supports progression to a wide range of IT and digital degree pathways,
including:

e Information Technology

e Cyber Security

e Digital Forensics

e Software Engineering

e Computer Science

e Web Development

e Networking and Infrastructure

e Information Systems

e Business IT

e Database Administration and Data Analytics

e Level 4+ IT, Cyber, or Software Development Apprenticeships
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