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Overview  
 
The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification in Childhood Development 
is designed for post-16 students with an interest in Education and Early Years and 
aiming to progress to higher education as a route to graduate level employment. This 
qualification allows students to engage in a broad investigation of the children’s care 
and education sector (0-8 years). The qualification is designed to be taken alongside 
A Levels as part of a study programme and can link to learning in A Levels in 
Sociology, Psychology, Biology and English.  
 
What you will study 
 

First year  ●​ Children’s Development - Children’s developmental progress 
from birth up to eight years, including the theories, principles 
and factors relating to development, and the potential impact 
of a range of factors on a child’s progress through the 
developmental milestones EXTERNAL - 1 hour and 45 
minutes exam. 

●​ Play and Learning – The concept of play, the influence of 
theories and approaches to play, and the benefits of play and 
learning activities for children. INTERNAL.   

 

Second 
year  

●​ Keeping Children Safe – Health and safety and safeguarding 
responsibilities of an individual working in an early years 
setting; emergency best practices and when to address 
concerns about a child’s welfare. EXTERNAL - 1 hour 
45mins exam 

●​ Research and Reflective Practice – The influence of 
research findings on policy and provision for children and how 
this influences the behaviours and expectations of an 
individual working in an early years setting. INTERNAL. 

 



How will you be assessed? 

●​ Exams or set tasks taken at the same time by all learners 
●​ Pearson Set Assignment Brief (PSAB), which is set by Pearson, marked by 

you and subject to external standards verification.  
 

Skills needed 

You must be able to: 
●​ Manage yourself such as taking personal responsibility, personal strengths 

and resilience, career oriented planning and personal goal setting.  
●​ Manage your own learning  
●​ Conduct effective secondary research  
●​ Demonstrate excellent Interpersonal skills  
●​ Demonstrate effective Written and communication skills  
●​ Problem solve  
●​ Critically think  
●​ Display effective digital skills.  

 

Progression to higher education  

You will be fully prepared for a range of health and social care degree programmes 
in, for example: 
 
Adult Nursing  
Child Nursing  
Teacher Training  
Social Work 
Health and Social Care 
Psychology  

 


