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Re: Checks for unauthorised items on entry to exams halls  
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
  
As we approach the forthcoming GCSE and A-Level examination period, we would like to take this 
opportunity to outline some of the arrangements in place to ensure that all examinations are 
conducted fairly, securely, and in accordance with the regulations set by the examination boards and 
the JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications). 
  
National examination regulations are very clear that schools must take all reasonable steps to prevent 
the introduction of unauthorised items into examination rooms. This includes, but is not limited to, 
mobile phones, smart watches, wireless earphones (such as AirPods), and other electronic devices. 
These rules are in place to protect the integrity of the examinations and to ensure that results are 
valid and fair for all students. 
  
In line with this guidance, the school will be carrying out random checks of students as they enter 
examination rooms during the exam period. These checks are not based on suspicion of any 
individual student and are a routine security measure used in many examination centres. 
  
In order to check that students are not wearing in-ear devices, such as AirPods, it will be necessary to 
check selected students’ ears. Where these checks require students to re-arrange items of clothing 
worn for religious or cultural reasons, including headscarves, the following procedures will apply: 

·         Any such check will be conducted in a private room 
·         It will be carried out by a member of staff of the same gender, in the presence of a second 

member of staff also of the same gender 
·         Students will be treated with respect and sensitivity at all times 
·         The process will be brief and focused solely on confirming that no unauthorised items are 

being worn 

We would like to reassure parents and carers that these arrangements are purely preventative and 
are designed to support students by ensuring that examinations are conducted in a secure and 
dignified manner for everyone. 
  
We ask for your support in discussing these arrangements with your child in advance, so that they are 
aware of the process and understand why these measures are necessary. We will also inform students 
of these procedures in an upcoming assembly ahead of the exam season. 
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I also attach in this letter a one-page guidance document for parents. This document is a brief 
summary of the main points from our candidate handbook, which can be accessed on our school 
website under the “examination resources” section: 
https://www.oaklands.towerhamlets.sch.uk/Examination-Resources/   
 
  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 
  
All JCQ policies and guidance can be found online at: https://www.jcq.org.uk/ 
  
Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr L Crowther 

Assistant Headteacher 
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