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Overview  
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. In the first year you will 
study the main approaches to psychology and how they attempt to explain 
behaviour. You will encounter questions such as ‘what causes prejudice?’, ‘How 
does our memory work?’, ‘what causes aggression?’ and ‘is behaviour inherited or 
learned?’ In the second year you will apply these approaches to the areas of clinical 
and criminological psychology. In addition, you will consider how psychologists 
conduct their research to help them in developing theories, discuss issues such as 
ethics and the nature-nurture debate and conduct data analysis. 
 
What you will study 

First 
year 

Social Psychology - the influence of others and society. Key topics are 
obedience and prejudice. 
Cognitive Psychology - the influence of mental processes. Key topics 
are memory and memory disorders e.g. dementia. 
Biological Psychology - the influence of genes, the nervous system and 
the brain. Key topics are aggression and autism. 
Learning Theories - the influence of the environment. Key topics are 
learning theories and phobias. 

Second 
year 

Clinical Psychology: diagnosing and treating disorders, schizophrenia, 
anorexia nervosa. 
Criminological Psychology: definition and causes of crime and 
anti-social behaviour, identification and treatment of offenders undertaken 
by forensic investigators.  
Psychological Skills: methodology, statistics, issues and debates.  

 
Assessment - 2 x 2 hours 15mins examinations, 1 x 2 hour examination  
Extended writing questions vary between 8 marks and 20 marks.  
In addition to the exams, you will design and conduct 6 investigations throughout the 
two years, knowledge of which may be tested in the exams. 
 

Paper 1: Foundations in 
Psychology 

Short answer, extended writing and data analysis 

Paper 2: Applications in 
Psychology 

Short answer, extended writing and data analysis 

Paper 3: Psychological 
Skills 

Short answer, extended writing and data analysis 



 

Skills needed 

Psychology students need high levels of literacy and numeracy. 
 
You must be able to: 

●​ remember several studies, theories, facts and figures; 
●​ learn and apply new scientific terminology; 
●​ write coherent essays; 
●​ use evidence to support arguments; 
●​ interpret data and calculate statistical tests. 

 
Psychology may be a suitable choice for you if you perform well in the following 
GCSE subjects: Biology, Maths, an essay based subject such as English, History, 
RE. 

Suitable combinations 

●​ Psychology combines well with both science and humanities subjects due to 
the varied nature of the course. 

●​ It works particularly well with biology. In the first year you study the role of 
the nervous system and the brain, and the effect of drugs on the brain. In 
Clinical Psychology you study the biological causes and treatments for 
mental illness. 

●​ It is complemented by any subject that involves the calculation of statistics 
(e.g. maths, geography) and by social science subjects such as sociology. 

 

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations 

A psychology degree and further study can lead to specialising in the 
following areas of psychology: Clinical, Educational, Health, Counselling, Sport, 
Forensic. 
An A-level or degree in psychology can be useful for the following areas: 
Education sector, Health sector, Police, Law, Advertising, Marketing. 
An A-level or degree in psychology is attractive to employers as students 
have developed a variety of skills; in addition, they have a good understanding of 
people and their behaviour which is invaluable in many jobs.  

 


